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Diplomasi Indonesia Melalui Melanesian Spearhead Group  

Terkait Isu Papua (2015-2022) 

Christian 

 

ABSTRAK 

Isu Papua Merdeka merupakan isu kompleks dan kontroversial. Vanuatu, Kepulauan Solomon, 

dan Front Pembebasan Nasional Kanak serta Gerakan Pembebasan Papua Barat, aktif 

mengadvokasi kemerdekaan Papua dengan melakukan internasionalisasi isu, khususnya 

melalui Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG). Indonesia melakukan diplomasi dalam 

menyikapi sikap politik negara tersebut dan mencegah eskalasi isu ini, dalam MSG. Penelitian 

ini menganalisis dan mengurai kapasitas dan sumber daya Indonesia, serta strategi diplomasi 

yang dilakukan Indonesia melalui MSG.Penelitian ini menggunakan paradigma liberalisme 

dan liberalisme institusionalis serta konsep soft power dalam membahas diplomasi Indonesia. 

Dalam menganalisis temuan-temuan isu ini, metode kualitatif dengan tipe deskriptif digunakan 

guna berfokus pada analisis permasalahan berdasarkan fakta-fakta yang diperoleh melalui 

pengamatan, wawancara, dan studi dokumen. Dalam diplomasinya melalui MSG, Indonesia 

hadir sebagai perwakilan negara Melanesia dengan mengoptimalkan kapasitas sumber daya 

soft power, yakni budaya dan ras Melanesia serta nilai perjuangan kemerdekaan yang dikemas 

dalam kebijakan Melihat ke Timur; dengan MSG sebagai sumber daya institusi Indonesia. 

Mekanisme diplomasi yang dilakukan Indonesia adalah agenda setting dan attraction. Agenda 

setting yang disusun Indonesia adalah menyelaraskan agenda mereka dengan MSG 2038 

Prosperity for All Plan, yang berfokus pada pembangunan kawasan sekitar. Pada mekanisme 

attraction, Indonesia aktif mendorong nilai serta budaya Melanesia melalui kegiatan-kegiatan 

seperti peningkatan kerja sama, kapasitas, festival budaya serta hibah. Penelitian ini 

menunjukkan strategi diplomasi Indonesia melalui MSG mendapat respons positif dari 

Sekretariat MSG dan beberapa negara anggota. Indonesia secara tepat memanfaatkan sumber 

daya soft power mereka. Walaupun tidak mampu mempengaruhi sikap politik pendukung 

Papua Merdeka, Indonesia mampu dalam menghambat langkah pendukung isu ini dalam 

MSG. 

  

Kata kunci :  Indonesia, soft power, diplomasi, Pasifik Selatan, Melanesian Spearhead Group 

dan isu papua.  
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Indonesia’s Diplomacy through Melanesian Spearhead Group 

Towards Papua Issue (2015-2022) 

Christian 

 

ABSTRACT 

The Free Papua issue is a complex and controversial issue. Vanuatu, the Solomon Islands, the 

Kanak National Liberation Front, and the West Papua Liberation Movement actively advocate 

for Papua's independence by internationalizing the issue, particularly through the Melanesian 

Spearhead Group (MSG). Indonesia engages in diplomacy to address the political stance of 

these countries and prevent the escalation of the issue within the MSG. This research examines 

Indonesia's capacity and resources, as well as its diplomatic strategies through the MSG, using 

the paradigms of liberalism and institutional liberalism, along with the concept of soft power. 

A qualitative approach with a descriptive focus is used, analyzing the issue based on facts 

obtained through observation, interviews, and document studies. In its diplomacy, Indonesia 

presents itself as a representative of Melanesian countries, leveraging its soft power resources 

such as Melanesian culture, race, and the values of the struggle for independence, 

encapsulated in the Look East policy. The MSG serves as an institutional resource for 

Indonesia's diplomacy. The diplomatic mechanisms employed by Indonesia include agenda 

setting and attraction. Indonesia aligns its agenda with the MSG's the 2038 Prosperity for All 

Plan, which emphasizes regional development. Through attraction, Indonesia actively 

promotes Melanesian values and culture, fostering cooperation, capacity building, cultural 

festivals, and grants. The research demonstrates that Indonesia's diplomatic strategy through 

the MSG receives positive responses from the MSG Secretariat and some member countries. 

Indonesia effectively utilizes its soft power resources, although it may not directly influence the 

political stance of supporters of Papuan independence. However, Indonesia succeeds in 

impeding the progress of these supporters within the MSG.  

 

Keyword : Indonesia, soft power, diplomacy, South Pacific, Melanesian Spearhead Group and 

Free Papua Movement.  
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