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ANALISIS RESEPSI KHALAYAK TERHADAP REPRESENTASI GENERASI
SANDWICH DALAM FILM HOME SWEET LOAN

Syaharani Panca Ambarwati

ABSTRAK

Fenomena generasi sandwich, yakni individu yang menanggung beban ekonomi dua
generasi sekaligus orang tua dan anak semakin banyak ditemui di masyarakat Indonesia.
Representasi generasi ini mulai diangkat dalam berbagai media, salah satunya melalui film
Home Sweet Loan . Film ini menampilkan gambaran tentang beban ekonomi dan finansial,
tekanan emosional, serta ketegangan konflik yang dihadapi karakter utama sebagai bagian
dari generasi sandwich. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui bagaimana khalayak yang
mengidentifikasi dirinya sebagai generasi sandwich memaknai representasi tersebut.
Dengan menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dan metode deskriptif, serta berlandaskan teori
encoding/decoding Stuart Hall, penelitian ini mengumpulkan data melalui wawancara
mendalam terhadap beberapa informan yang tergolong dalam kategori generasi sandwich.
Fokus penelitian terletak pada posisi decoding khalayak terhadap representasi generasi
sandwich dalam film, yaitu apakah mereka menerimanya secara utuh (dominant),
menegosiasikan maknanya (negotiated), atau justru menolaknya (oppositional). Hasil
penelitian menunjukkan bahwa pemaknaan khalayak terhadap film Home Sweet Loan
bersifat beragam dan dipengaruhi oleh latar belakang sosial, pengalaman pribadi, serta
kondisi ekonomi masing-masing. Sebagian besar informan merasa film tersebut berhasil
merepresentasikan kenyataan yang mereka hadapi sehari-hari, namun ada pula yang merasa
film terlalu menyederhanakan kompleksitas beban sebagai generasi sandwich. Dengan
demikian, penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa resepsi khalayak bersifat aktif dan dipengaruhi
oleh konteks individu serta sosial.

Kata Kunci:

Resepsi Khalayak, Representasi, Generasi Sandwich, Film Home Sweet Loan

Encoding/Decoding, Stuart Hall.
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AUDIENCE RECEPTION ANALYSIS OF THE SANDWICH GENERATION
REPRESENTATION IN THE FILM HOME SWEET LOAN

Syaharani Panca Ambarwati

ABSTRACT

The phenomenon of the sandwich generation, individuals who bear the economic burden of
two generations at once—parents and children—is increasingly found in Indonesian
society.The representation of this generation has begun to be highlighted in various media,
one of which is through the film Home Sweet Loan .This film depicts the financial pressures,
emotional burdens, and social dilemmas faced by the main character as part of the sandwich
generation. This research aims to understand how audiences who identify themselves as part
of the sandwich generation interpret that representation.Using a qualitative approach and
descriptive method, as well as based on Stuart Hall's encoding/decoding theory, this
research collects data through in-depth interviews with several informants who fall into the
sandwich generation category.The focus of the research is on the audience's decoding
position towards the representation of the sandwich generation in the film, specifically
whether they accept it as is (dominant), negotiate its meaning (negotiated), or reject it
(oppositional). The research results show that the audience's interpretation of the film Home
Sweet Loan is diverse and influenced by their social background, personal experiences, and
economic conditions.Most informants felt that the film successfully represented the reality
they face daily, but some felt that the film oversimplified the complexity of the burden as the
sandwich generation.Thus, this research shows that audience reception is active and
influenced by individual and social contexts.

Keywords:

Audience Reception, Representation, Sandwich Generation, Home Sweet Loan Film,

Encoding/Decoding, Stuart Hall.
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