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MENELUSURI PENGELOLAAN RADIO KOMUNITAS DI ERA DIGITAL
(STUDI PADA RADIO BAMBA DAN RADIO SUARA WADITRA)

ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menelusuri bagaimana pengelolaan radio komunitas
beradaptasi dan bertahan di era digital, dengan fokus pada Radio Bamba di Balaraja dan
Radio Suara Waditra di Tasikmalaya. Latar belakang penelitian ini berangkat dari
tantangan digitalisasi media, khususnya kehadiran media sosial, yang mengharuskan
media komunitas melakukan penyesuaian tanpa kehilangan prinsip kebersamaan,
partisipasi, dan identitas lokal. Penelitian menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan
metode studi kasus, melalui wawancara mendalam, observasi, dan penelusuran dokumen.

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa proses adaptasi kedua radio berlangsung secara
kontekstual dan organik, sesuai kapasitas dan karakter komunitasnya. Radio Bamba
melakukan transformasi lebih progresif dengan produksi konten audiovisual,
pemanfaatan media sosial, dan siaran langsung di YouTube, sedangkan Radio Suara
Waditra cenderung bertahap dengan memanfaatkan Facebook, WhatsApp, serta
mempertahankan siaran analog sebagai inti aktivitas. Alasan utama adaptasi bukanlah
euforia digital, melainkan strategi bertahan menghadapi perubahan pola komunikasi
masyarakat serta keterbatasan regulasi.

Kesimpulannya, radio komunitas tetap memiliki relevansi sosial di era digital karena
mampu menjaga nilai solidaritas, identitas lokal, serta memperkuat ruang partisipasi
warga. Penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa meskipun terbatas secara sumber daya dan
kebijakan, radio komunitas dapat bertahan melalui inovasi digital yang berpadu dengan
prinsip dasar komunitas.

Kata Kunci: Radio Komunitas; Pengelolaan Media; Era Digital; Adaptasi; Media
Alternatif; Radio Bamba; Radio Suara Waditra
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EXPLORING COMMUNITY RADIO MANAGEMENT IN THE DIGITAL ERA
(ASTUDY ON RADIO BAMBA AND RADIO SUARA WADITRA)

ABSTRACT

This study explores how community radio stations adapt and survive in the digital era,
focusing on Radio Bamba in Balaraja and Radio Suara Waditra in Tasikmalaya. The
research is grounded in the challenges of media digitalization, particularly the rise of
social media, which compels community-based media to adjust while preserving their
principles of solidarity, participation, and local identity. A qualitative approach with a
case study method was employed, involving in-depth interviews, observations, and
document analysis.

The findings reveal that both stations adapt contextually and organically, based on their
respective capacities and community characteristics. Radio Bamba demonstrates a more
progressive transformation through audiovisual content production, social media
utilization, and live streaming on YouTube. In contrast, Radio Suara Waditra follows a
gradual path by leveraging Facebook, WhatsApp, and retaining analog broadcasting as
its core activity. The primary motivation for adaptation is not digital enthusiasm but
rather a survival strategy in response to shifting communication patterns and regulatory
constraints.

In conclusion, community radio continues to hold social relevance in the digital age by
maintaining solidarity values, strengthening local identity, and providing participatory
spaces for citizens. Despite limited resources and regulatory challenges, these stations
show that community radio can endure through digital innovation intertwined with its
foundational principles.

Keywords: Community Radio; Media Management; Digital Era; Adaptation; Alternative
Media; Radio Bamba; Radio Suara Waditra
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