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ABSTRAK 

 
Penelitian ini membahas fenomena artisanal mining kobalt di Republik Demokratik 
Kongo yang menjadi sumber devisa negara sekaligus mata pencaharian jutaan 
masyarakat namun praktiknya penuh pelanggaran hak asasi manusia termasuk 
keterlibatan pekerja anak diskriminasi terhadap perempuan kerja paksa dan 
kerusakan lingkungan. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif berbasis studi 
literatur dengan pendekatan teori International Political Economy IPE, teori 
Marxisme, teori kepentingan konflik, dan teori kelas sosial. Hasil penelitian 
menunjukkan bahwa artisanal mining bukan sekadar persoalan teknis 
pertambangan tetapi merupakan bagian dari struktur ekonomi politik global yang 
timpang. Perspektif IPE menjelaskan keterkaitan antara pasar global dan kebijakan 
domestik, teori Marxisme menyoroti eksploitasi kelas pekerja oleh perusahaan 
multinasional dan elit politik, teori kepentingan menunjukkan bagaimana kebijakan 
negara lebih mencerminkan kepentingan elit daripada masyarakat, teori konflik 
menjelaskan ketegangan sosial akibat ketidakadilan distribusi kekuasaan dan 
sumber daya, dan teori kelas sosial menegaskan posisi subordinat penambang 
rakyat yang tidak memiliki akses terhadap alat produksi. Penelitian ini 
menyimpulkan bahwa pemerintah Kongo secara sadar mempertahankan artisanal 
mining demi kepentingan ekonomi politik baik domestik maupun internasional 
meskipun harus mengorbankan hak asasi masyarakatnya. 
Kata Kunci : Artisanal mining, kobalt, hak asasi manusia, International Political 
Economy,Republik Demokratik Kongo 
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ABSTRACT 

This study examines the phenomenon of artisanal cobalt mining in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo DRC which serves as a source of state revenue and a livelihood 
for millions of people yet is marked by severe human rights violations including 
child labor gender discrimination forced labor and environmental degradation. 
The research employs a qualitative method based on literature study using the 
theoretical approaches of International Political Economy IPE, Marxism, interest 
theory, conflict theory, and social class theory. The findings reveal that artisanal 
mining is not merely a technical issue of resource extraction but part of a broader 
global political economy structure characterized by inequality. The IPE perspective 
explains the interconnection between global markets and domestic policies, 
Marxism highlights the exploitation of workers by multinational corporations and 
domestic elites, interest theory demonstrates how state policies reflect elite interests 
rather than the public good, conflict theory underscores the social tensions arising 
from unequal distribution of power and resources, and social class theory 
emphasizes the subordinate position of miners who lack access to means of 
production. The study concludes that the Congolese government consciously 
maintains artisanal mining in order to secure domestic and international political 
and economic interests even at the expense of the fundamental human rights of its 
people. 
Keywords: Artisanal mining, cobalt, human rights, International Political 
Economy, Democratic Republic of Congo 
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