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Soft Power Thailand dalam Serial My School President (2022):
Konstruksi Gender Pada Generasi Z Indonesia Di Komunitas Khunnos

Zahra Dwitami Saputra

ABSTRAK

Serial Thailand My School President (2022) merupakan produk budaya populer yang
berperan sebagai instrumen soft power Thailand melalui media hiburan digital. Serial ini
menampilkan representasi konstruksi gender yang inklusif dan progresif, khususnya melalui
genre Boys’ Love (BL), yang menarik perhatian Generasi Z Indonesia. Dalam konteks sosial
budaya Indonesia yang masih cenderung konservatif, representasi tersebut memunculkan
dinamika penerimaan dan penolakan, terutama di kalangan komunitas penggemar Khunnos.
Permasalahan penelitian ini berfokus pada bagaimana soft power Thailand direpresentasikan
melalui konstruksi gender dalam serial My School President serta pengaruhnya terhadap
persepsi gender Generasi Z Indonesia.

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis representasi konstruksi gender dalam serial My
School President sebagai medium diplomasi budaya Thailand dan mengkaji pengaruhnya
terhadap persepsi gender Generasi Z Indonesia di komunitas Khunnos. Research gap
penelitian ini terletak pada minimnya kajian yang mengaitkan soft power Thailand,
representasi gender dalam serial BL, dan resepsi audiens dalam komunitas penggemar
digital. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan desain studi kasus melalui
wawancara mendalam, observasi partisipan, dan studi dokumentasi. Hasil penelitian
menunjukkan bahwa serial My School President berfungsi sebagai sarana soft power
Thailand yang membentuk ruang aman bagi Generasi Z dalam menafsirkan ulang konstruksi
gender, meskipun penerimaannya berlangsung secara selektif dan berhadapan dengan norma
sosial budaya Indonesia.

Kata kunci: Soft Power, Diplomasi Budaya, Konstruksi Gender, Generasi Z, My School
President, Thailand.
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ABSTRACT

The Thai television series My School President (2022) represents a form of popular culture
that functions as Thailand’s soft power through digital entertainment media. The series
presents inclusive and progressive gender constructions, particularly within the Boys’ Love
(BL) genre, which has gained significant attention among Indonesian Generation Z. Within
Indonesia’s predominantly conservative socio-cultural context, these representations
generate both acceptance and resistance, especially within the Khunnos fan community. This
study examines how Thailand s soft power is represented through gender construction in My
School President and its influence on the gender perceptions of Indonesian Generation Z.
This research aims to analyze gender representation in My School President as a medium of
Thai cultural diplomacy and its impact on Generation Z's gender perceptions. The research
gap lies in the limited studies that connect Thai soft power, BL gender representation, and
audience reception within digital fan communities. Using a qualitative case study approach,
data were collected through in-depth interviews, participant observation, and
documentation analysis. The findings indicate that My School President effectively functions
as Thailand’s soft power by creating a safe space for Generation Z to renegotiate gender
meanings, although its reception remains selective and contested within Indonesia’s social
nOYms.

Keywords: Soft Power, Cultural Diplomacy, Gender Construction, Generation Z, My School
President, Thailand.
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