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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis strategi diplomasi perdagangan Thailand dalam
meningkatkan nilai ekspor sektor agrikultur pada periode 2020-2024. Sebagai salah satu eksportir
agrikultur terbesar di dunia, Thailand menghadapi tantangan disrupsi rantai pasok global dan
fluktuasi harga komoditas pascapandemi. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif
dengan metode studi kasus dan teknik pengumpulan data berbasis dokumen. Kerangka teoretis
yang digunakan mencakup sintesis teori Neo-Merkantilisme, Merkantilisme Pembangunan,
Commercial Diplomacy, dan National Competitive Advantage. Fokus analisis diarahkan pada tiga
komoditas strategis yaitu durian, beras, dan karet alam, dengan lokus pasar di Tiongkok, Jepang,
dan Amerika Serikat. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa Thailand berhasil meningkatkan nilai
ekspornya melalui kombinasi kebijakan domestik yang defensif dan diplomasi perdagangan
eksternal yang ofensif. Temuan utama mengungkapkan bahwa peran negara sebagai
developmental state sangat sentral dalam mengorkestrasi jaringan Thai Trade Center di luar
negeri, mengoptimalkan infrastruktur logistik seperti jalur kereta api Tiongkok-Laos untuk
komoditas durian, serta memperkuat citra merek nasional melalui gastrodiplomacy. Penelitian
menyimpulkan bahwa keberhasilan Thailand didorong oleh kemampuan adaptasi strategi terhadap
karakteristik unik setiap pasar mitra dan transformasi komoditas dari sekadar keunggulan alamiah

menjadi keunggulan kompetitif berbasis standar kualitas dan keamanan pangan.

Kata Kunci: Diplomasi Perdagangan, Ekspor Agrikultur Thailand, Developmental State, National
Competitive Advantage, Neo-Merkantilisme.
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze Thailand's trade diplomacy strategy in increasing the export value of
the agricultural sector during the 2020-2024 period. As one of the world's largest agricultural
exporters, Thailand faced challenges from global supply chain disruptions and post-pandemic
commodity price fluctuations. This research employs a qualitative approach with a case study
method and document-based data collection techniques. The theoretical framework incorporates a
synthesis of Neo-Mercantilism, Developmental Mercantilism, Commercial Diplomacy, and
National Competitive Advantage theories. The analysis focuses on three strategic commodities
which are durian, rice, and natural rubber with market loci in China, Japan, and the United States.
The results indicate that Thailand successfully increased its export value through a combination of
defensive domestic policies and offensive external trade diplomacy. The main findings reveal that
the state's role as a developmental state is central in orchestrating the Thai Trade Center network
abroad, optimizing logistical infrastructure such as the China—Laos Railway for durian
commaodities, and strengthening the national brand image through gastrodiplomacy. The study
concludes that Thailand's success is driven by its ability to adapt strategies to the unique
characteristics of each partner market and the transformation of commaodities from mere natural

advantages into competitive advantages based on quality standards and food safety.

Keywords: Trade Diplomacy, Thai Agricultural Exports, Developmental State, National
Competitive Advantage, Neo-Mercantilism.
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